25X1A2
1s document eontains iaforma Aoy
ng thep I bS P
ates wlthin the meaning of
ge Aety, 50, U.f,8. 31 and
., Its transmission
on of its contents

in any manner tW\an TN . vl

unauthorized pers ‘CENTRA%‘. QNEELU AR, R

is prohibj.ted by la DS ARG ]25363

parE:  25X1A6a
INFO.

SUBJECT  Present Attitude of Comnunist Leadere DIST.  November 1947

25X1A63s PAGES
“RIGIN SUPPLEMENT 25X1X6

COUNTRY Chile

Rlcardo Fonsece, Secretary Genersl of the Commmmist Party of Chile, has
ruportedly been relegated to a secondary position in the active direction of
Comrunist affairs. Galo Gonzalez, Chief of Discipline end Control, has
assumed temporary command of Comrunist activities. During what the Comruniste
considersd to be & erisis, Gonzales has been bending every effort to prevent
the Jommanist Party from belng declared illegal In Chile,

1.

Cexrlos Rossles, Communist Party leader, has been in conversaticn with numercus
serators and congressmen. He has even appreached legislators affiliated with
politicel parties of the Right, seeking all possible assistance iu preventing
the Government from deelering the Communist Party illegal. He tries to con-
vinee those whom he approaches that any declaration of 3llegality of the
Comruniat Party would be tantemount to the end of traditionsl democracy in

Chile.

Cesar Godoy Urrubis, a leader of the Communist Party, has sxpressed groat
concern %o his friends and confidants cver the possibility of repression of the

Camuniat Party in Chile.

4. Luis Corvelam, editor of the Communist nowepaper Ll Sigle, steted the following
in direct personsl conversation:

2,

3*

%We have not provoked this strike. The cosl strike is purely economic.

The workers are fighting because they cannot live om 30 pesos a day. We,
a2 Commnndsts and as members of a party of the workers, are obliged to
supnort the laborers in tholr petitious. Cur union leaders are under
obligetion to fight for better conditions. They were elected to their
posts of leadership in order to accomplish such goals. The economic
situation which brought on the coal strike will naturally Ts uitilized by
the Communist Party. The Party will coordinete a1l that it has learned
Irom mexy years of £ighting in order to gein for the workers that which
they deslire. Our leaders are mot very intellscitusl. They do not have
university degrees, but they have learned through years of fighting how to
gein o fow more centavos. As Commmmists, we cannot retreat now. We must
stend flrm. In arny event, we muet not lose what we have galned. If ue
lose now, they will persscute us. It seems that they will aven kill us
rather than either lmprove the conditions of the coal worke s » who have
been dying of hunger, or chznze the deplorgble conditiona of the farm hsnde..
Persecutions vill only meke us fight harder at the prosent idme,.*
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Corvalan then criticized President Gabriel Gonzalez Videla and
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